
 

Lismore CBD Occupation Audit report – June 2024 

Overview 
In central Lismore CBD, there are promising signs of renewal with 76.8% occupation rate 

across audited business premises, as of June 2024.  

In this latest audit, occupation rates improved across all audited sections of CBD streets. Key insights 

include: 

• 76.8% overall occupation rate, across all audited CBD properties in June 2024, which has 

increased from the 73.4% occupation rate recorded in December 2023. 

• CBD shopfront occupation rate of 72.4% (up from 68.8% in December 2023). 

• CBD upstairs premise occupation rate of 85.4% (up from 81.7% in December 2023). 

The increasing CBD occupancy rate reflects the vibrancy and significant investment of our business 

community, along with events and creative industries, sports and community activities, and major 

infrastructure projects underway. During this audit, the team noted considerable shopfront 

renovations that also point to investment and new business opportunities increasing over the 

coming months. 

Council’s Destination and Economy team conducted the Audit in the week ending 21 June 2024, 

when the city was busy between signature local events – LisAmore! and the 30th year of the Lismore 

Lantern Parade. The Visit Lismore guide featured below provides an insight into flourishing local 

events, activities and attractions on offer in June 2024.   

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Scope 
The Lismore CBD Occupation Audit records active use of shopfront and upstairs premises (defined by 

visible occupancy and/or new signage) in central portions of Keen, Molesworth, Woodlark, Conway, 

Magellan and Carrington Streets.  

In June 2024, 590 premises were audited, which included various business and organisation 

categories along with shop-top residential premises. Staff record occupation data on site, with the 

overall number of premises fluctuating slightly each audit (approximately 1-2%), which can be 

attributed to various city changes including building renovations, and business annexations / 

subdivisions of premises.  

This is the fifth Lismore CBD Audit considered in relation to recovery from the 2022 disaster, with 

previous audits undertaken in December, June and January 2023, August 2022 (post-flood), and 

February 2022 (immediately prior to floods).  The same area of the Lismore CBD has been audited 

consistently since 2017. 

 

Audit findings 
Lismore CBD’s street-by-street occupation rates at June 2024 are: 

• Keen Street – 82.4% (up from 81.1% recorded in December 2023) 

• Magellan Street – 81.7% (up from 76.3% recorded in December 2023) 

• Conway Street – 77.3% (up from 72.1% recorded in December 2023) 

• Carrington Street – 77.3% (up from 73.1% recorded in December 2023) 

• Molesworth Street – 77.0% (up from 74.0% recorded in December 2023) 

• Woodlark Street – 65.1% (up from 60.7% recorded in December 2023). 

The top categories recorded at this time in the audited area of Lismore CBD are: 

• Health care and social assistance – 16.6% 

• Retail trade – 15.0% 

• Professional, scientific and technical services – 9.7% 

• Accommodation and food services – 9.4% 

• Personal and other services – 6.1% 

• Financial and insurance services – 4.9% 

• Arts and recreation services – 3.2% 

• Public administration and safety – 2.2% 

• Education and training – 1.8%. 

 

Further information 
Visit lismore.nsw.gov.au/business for more details, updates and economic insights for Lismore 

businesses and investors. Find out what’s on in Lismore, Nimbin and villages at visitlismore.com.au  

Contact the Destination and Economy team via email at business@lismore.nsw.gov.au  

Report prepared by Kathryn Gray, City Activation Coordinator, 19 July 2024. 

https://www.lismore.nsw.gov.au/Business
https://www.visitlismore.com.au/
mailto:business@lismore.nsw.gov.au

